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The Verona Environmental Commission (VEC) is a
body comprised of seven members and two
alternates who must be Township residents and THE VEC ANNUAL REPORT:
serve without compensation. Our Council Licison view the full report here

is currently Mayor Christopher Tamburro.

The VEC serves multiple functions including
acquiring property for conservation for the
Township, making recommendations for the use
of open space, calling for joint meetings or
activities of other similar bodies, and making
recommendations to the governing body and
land use boards concerning water resource
management, air and water pollution control,
solid waste management, noise control, soil and Park Place Clean-up
landscape protection, environmental

appearance, protection of flora and fauna.

Each year, the Verona Environmental

Commission submits an Annual Report which POLICY:
records its accomplishments, its activities and e Worked with Township officials on
progress with ongoing projects. The following is the newly adopted stormwater
an abbreviated list of our activities over 2024. management ordinance.

e Created the recommended
PUBLIC EVENTS: planting list for Verona's Zoning

e Coordinated three cleanups, including a
tree give-away program, and attended
mulfiple cleanups held by the Hilltop and
the Verona Park Conservancies.

e Helped organize and participated in
Sustainable Verona's Electric Vehicle Fair.

e Partnered with Verona Schools for our
Walk to School Day event.

Code which we review annually for
updates or changes.

e Recommended that Everett Field
remain natural grass and for field
renovaftion to avoid steep slope
disturbance and tree removals.



https://veronaec.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2024-VEC-Annual-Report.pdf

PRESEN'I"ATIONS/MEETINGS/ACTIONS:

Met monthly throughout the year except for August (11 meetings) and had a commissioner
attend Sustainable Verona (SV) monthly meetings.

Infroduced the Junior Environmental Commissioner Program, which invited two Verona High
School students to work with the VEC for the entire year. This program culminated in the Junior
Commissioner Presentation of their exceptional research projects on December 9, 2024.

Held two informative webinars, in partnership with SV, on backyard composting and recycling in
Verona.

Increased recycling awareness and compliance at the Verona Pool.

Attended over 10 informative webinars sponsored by Association of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions, the Watershed Institute, Rutgers, and other organizations.

Held our annual 4th grade poster contest, which culminated with winners receiving awards at an
April Verona Town Council Meeting.

Created and presented six elementary school assemblies (Brookdale and Forest Avenue Schools)
to teach our students about recycling.

Attended special meetings and worked with SV surrounding the production of a special study on
Centennial Field drafted by Montclair State University visiting students. This was a program
sponsored by PSE&G and led by SV.

Helped SV achieve Silver Certification for the Township of Verona by submitting 185 points
through research and written action submissions.

Began a VEC quarterly newsletter starting in the Spring of 2024 to better inform our residents
about what we do.

Drafted over 20 site plan reviews for Verona's land use boards
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Maintained our social media accounts with educational posts throughout the year. Some of our
original reels have received over 1 million views.

Maintained our website, which contains a concentration of important environmental
information, our meeting documents, and event information. Our website has had 5,681 views
and 4,406 visitors in 2024:

Maintain and care for the perennial garden at Grove Park. Also welcomed new fairy house
installations by Verona's scouting organizations.

Ongoing renovation of Peckman River Trailhead kiosk at F.N. Brown Elementary School.

Maintain Verona's Treasured Tree Program.

Maintained VEC's Geocaching program.
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Recycling Assemblies

The Verona Environmental Commission
N 3 VERONA
imvite you to:
BACKYARD COMPOSTING IN VERONA
A Live Webinar Event
THURSDAY JANUARY 18, 2024 @ 7 P.M.

Featuring composting and sustainability expert
VIRGINIA LAMB

« Benefits of composting
« Items to compost/ratios

« Supplies for success.

+ QandA

Zoom Webinar ID: 945 6611 3680
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
i :
VIRGINIA LAMB

‘GROUNDWORK EDUCATION AND
consuLTH

For more information, please visit us:
@ tnsineronzecore
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Peckman Clean-up

Electric Vehicle Fair

1 0D
SCIENCE/

Junior Commissioners

VEC IN FOCUS: Member Sean DiBartolo

Quarterly Newsletters

Verona @
Environmental
Commission



https://veronaec.org/
https://www.instagram.com/vec_veronanj/
https://www.facebook.com/veronaenvironmental/
https://www.veronanj.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@VECNJ

